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The fastest growing zine in Canada; For those of you v/ho are even 
mildly interested, i'm Bob Albrecht, your editor. With this issue, the £ina 
becomes bloodied with its' first games tart, as well as an addendum to 
Conquest of Australia , letters* and other items of interest. 
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Battles tations : is published aonthy by Bob Albrecht, ;/ 1001-123 9-12 
Ave. S.W., Calgary, Alta., £30 3 P : 8. Phone rf(b03) U44-8402. All calls will 
be accepted on a you pay basis between 3t00att~1200p&. Alii t ems submitted 
become the property of the editor. The gams of QiploxB%oy tm is produced in 
Canada by Wadding ton games, and may not be reproduced without their express 
permission. 

Subscription rates are;l issue-^KOdn. )» 6 issues H>5(Cdn. ) , I2issues~ 
$9(Cdn.). These rates may change without notice. There is at present no 
gamefee to the first 21 subscribers, however they are required to standby 
for games. Also the next 13 subscribers will reel eve a six issue bonus, 
free. 

Games 1 -Atlantic" has now filled, orders are due December 2nd at 
12:00 PMf The W$t$¥¥ tMt¥ volant combatants are, 

AUSTRIA: Rober /Hcheson, c/o Kcho Bay Mines, NwT* XOii IftQ 

jiKGLAMD 1 Dave Carter, 118 Horsham Ave, willowdale. Ont., 8S2« 129 

FRANCE: Steve Hutton. 2600 Aon Mills, tt?0?, Willowdale, 0nt. t M2J 
Pete uaughan* 509 Sandpiper Dr 0 ^130, Arlington, TX» 76013 

ITALY j Paul Watson, RR,?5. Stony Plain* Alta., TO*, 260 
EURXJSY: Rob Lowes p RRf 9, Plfcrai-'borough, Ont,, K9J 6X1. 

RUSSIA: Blair Cusack, c/o General Delivery* Rsvelstake B.C. , V0;£ 2S0 
^Baltic? the next regular 3 dip 5 game hass Blair Cusaofc, Robert Aches on, 
Va^t Vmt^cn. •-••'id t^erl #side<$#y ? j?? 8ic:a®$. Prsrf 11$ ts are neodad for Aches? on 



Blair Ousar;k and Rob Tjowes are already £\t%n.a><i up. 

Stand-bys j $he unsung heroes of postal dlpS These brave ssuXs uoEfcist of; 

Dave Carter, Rob Lowes* Blair Cusacfc, Robert Ache&on t Steve Hutton, 
Pete tfaughan, Paul Watson, and John Davies . 

♦(Hotet Kcuserulee are availiable in issue #1 (Aug/83)). If you do not have 

or cannot find #1, write me for a free copy. Also, due to a change of policy 

(actually'. \*n addition), you must have a preliminary set of orders in to me by 

Hov.4/83,,./r ®i ae I will call for a standby for your pes it inn. This change is 

due to the need to eliminate Spring X901 NMR's and is elaborated on more, in 

the following column. 

DP OK A SOAPBOX 
NEUTRAL ORDERS , FOR SPRIKG 1901? HO WAX! 

The 1971 edition of the Diplomacy rulebook is <&uite clear on the status 
of players who fail to submit orders for their nation in Di^oraacy,- "AH 

such units are placed in q,£L. » (civil disorder) and my be supported In 
place or dislodged by superior forces...", as note that there is no mention 
of any neutral orders, 

Spring 1901 is a crucial season in Diplomacy-., If a country does not 
move » it cannot take advantage of neutral countries nearby to grow. When a 
nation enters 1902 with 3 centres it is a disadvantage with respect to its 

stronger neighbors and will usually end up in a losing position. However, 
many other situations are also just as critical to the game. If there is a 
stalemate line set up in some later turn and one player does not have orders 
in for his position, (Inadvertantly casing that line to collapse ) t , then the 
net result is just as a missed 1901 turn. ^ 

The basic premise, however, is that 1901 turns gare even more critical 
tha* any other turns and will result in more wrping of a game. Also it 
would be difficult to solve any other turns problem gin as fair and equitable 
a manner as some solutions have proposed for 1901. >Lets look at Just om 
potential problem that could arise from neutral orders. In 1901 Spring, 
Playar A, who has Turkey ^ to submit hie orders; on time. 'Xhe Qii 

consults his trusty filing cabnet and finds « ft&rkey,' Spring l90Xj A Con-Bul, 
A S my- Con. ' F Anic~Bla» 2hese orders are antagonistic towards Russia, to s«y 
the least. In 1901 Fall, Turkey could- use Z units 3n Rumania if the BlaoE?: 
Sea order succeeds, and the artsy in. Cons tantinople <fan either be ferried to 
Rumania or provide backup in case of Austrian trouble. These orders also 
can introduce another ®%®mnt into the same* exception of the playes.? 



■i '"" ; ! i v v ^ * & ^.;ao V.yy'.j-Wi.' #h#. t wi.il h>5pp*oi to 'fils ^^un.irv if di>&3 y*v; 
4*;n;> i-rd^rs . tie caabieimrttiy "forgets* his Spring 1901 orders. Ha than 

tnat the neutral orders have all succeeded in the next Game Report* So 

• in an writes Russia and says* n Oee s my brother left my mail on the front 
tsaar, of his car and his girlfriend stuck It under the seat. Those neutral 
-u'dora really turned out badly for ate." This places Russia in the position 
,f doubting the fact that mail was unintentionally overlooked, a rather common 
oeourance. This hardly seems fair, and in ay vnlw t I don*t think that anyone 
should benefit from an HUB.*, least of all the n NMfting 9 player himself . 

The solution is one that still has one flaw, that is, the time-honoured 
concept of the standby. The average pre-game negotiating period is two months 
in postal dippy. After one months time, if players don't have their orders 
lm & a standby should be called to submit orders for that position. If the player 
does get orders in by the final deadline, then fine, if not his standby assumes 
the position, either way, no one gets the free -ride of a neighbor who misses 
orders „ or the dubious practice of intentional NMRs. The only problem is that 
o:£ both people NMRing. Bven in that remote case* the spirit of the rules is 

till wore important than conforming to lazy players. 



All positions in games prior to 19OI Spring are temporary- Players who 
■; 1 not submit a preliminary sat of orders will have their positions 'standbied 3 
ai'ter the preliminary deadline has passed. If the 1901 Spring deadline 
v.asses and said player fails to have his orders in, the standby player (s 5 
<U1 assume that player(s) position for all subsequent turns. 

* »— j~i inn.im.m.mna 11 »ii «m«n 1 n i n - i i i ■■■■ ■ ■--■| ■■ 1 11 1 — ■ -— i — - u .« — m . 

Letters? 

tauj. Watson (Stony Plain, Alta) t "I "11 try anything once -especially if it 

tfsans 6 free ones. Looking forward to ^l." 

(( Paul . . . after all, I am running an old and respected sine here . . , } ] 

r hn Oayies (Port Hardy, B.G,)s n I have just finished reading your sin© for 

e second time and I" 5 ve decided I liked what I saw,.. Please find enclosed 
«!. subscription cheque and put me on your standby list.** 

(( Blush, ^uite a compliment for a sine with only 1M subbers . . . two of 
^\ &o to a Canadiana bureau in Ottawa . Thanics , I hope X can &eep the same 

(J hop-^K year?: froB i^.)) 



In & reQ.a.\ cos i: :: . - - I. ! . 1^. ■ jo-vs; tr;. *•'■■*> ■■■ :.• - '■- ! . • ■'. -• ■ '■■ ■' r '' 

r :;hs vublishar of a boo'£ yubU2ha<-i in ^emcla iihall a:; ru.,3 cx-m ^>.r,^ ,.;>:; 
wi thin one i*eefc of the date ox ;nrjl: nation* s*nd two .topics of the too* 
the National Librarian, who shall give to the publisher a written rmU yl :?><•:■ 
the book:,,. In this A at. "&ook ,s .uia-Anss library matter of evgcjr &Uv, 

nature and ascription and includes any document, ps.^r,, record, tape or 
other thing published by a publismer*, on or in which inf oration is v/ri tton 
, recorded* ator«d r or reproduced ; . . , * 

Talk about big brother watching you?)) 
lete Sau£h&& (Arlington. : L*X.) * X wish X could get decent rspro with anything 
other than photo processes - hop© your quality stays ..jd there. X scho Ron. 

(SNAFU) brown's advice, that is, don't go over 3 games in the first 12 montha 
variants included, Hot because that is haw i did it ; out that is how the a J..S 
sueesaful *%in&s have done it." 

({ Thanks , 3r<ste, but don* t you think 3 g&ans id? a little low? Don't 
forget that I have beer- in this sa&dhouse for nearly $ years now.„* But 
if x fall arc my face it wr>n"'t be for lack of effort in trying. )} 
Steve Button (lvi.Uow.iale Gnt.) W X '11 try to ^member to give you a pl^ :V«:r 
the next go Fl&^k s2£MS§.* §£L* ( oute abbreviation - intentional ?£t I00&2 

good.lou seam to hav<j an iciea above what sort of ? &in<3 you v/ant to put oi?t. 
■fh&t is important in a new sine . 

i *n give you the aa&e sort of advice 1" '* d ^ive to any new publisher? rat 
out the sort of -zirw £ou w&rvc, not the sort of si:v& you Think others viii?. 
want , And c 1*11 probably regret this, but, sigr.: me up far the next g^im* cf 

(i Ho probi-.??s f see vi&.X. About j-our comsu & as i?.r ajs battles tefcicrra i??i « ■ 
i&la, a, few others havs al^e rsEae.rkad on this itea-.- Xt v;?.e one of thfc 
I stole the&i from Bon ivrmm. I glad you noticed- Bow Ron will probably 
me for copyright inf ^In^ew^nx , Sigh->) 

aod WaXker (jincini 04..) "Tfcanfea vary iaueh for the copy :>f Battle S tax 
ass 1 appreciated getting it vary rcuou * Ton Uav:- sow? ocjv^xw'^ in the SJi-CCT*..- .» 
whioh went to the print Saturday. It v^ill ha ii: the nai"; £. we^. 

fx ok t^.^ s( ( ; ; • wi h-ipe, 

I hpv^ thai, vou will ori.:^t this sta^.11 oorr^oi.lon^ I'^-t &\w<.i ta^xt Hen Jli - - • 
Kdsint&roret-;^ 8(^3thiAg tl-^-i: X 3&..ic slightly. 1 a5 ; >- not ^ay ? or at 1«*.^'. - 



£ ata not in fact sura that therfe are any sash <isbts , i dic^ tell Ron that x£' 
thsre was any such uncleared ku&in&as and you did not at least offer to take 
care of them' in good faith I would have difficulty giving you publicity. But 
in the upshot I feel that you should have an opportunity before somebody lowers 
the boom or whatever. So gw does mention your *zine and does indicate that I was 
sure that anyone burned by KOgpLp's; fold could contact you and recieve satisfact- 
ion. 

I suggested that you might also wish to give them a gamefee or subcredit, too. 
Xou will certainly recieve coverage in the next i-QMT^V^RA * too. After all, i \ 
nave no way of knowing wether there are any leftovers from KQBQLD * and 1 assume 
that if problems develop I will hear about them. In the meantime I consider your 
announcement in Battle Stations and my announcement in gg. to have totally closed t3 
the matter. 

i naturally wish you the best with * hwmia Q.K. name yeilds non QrK. initials 
(or was that deliberate?). ((Ye»* &ee previous letter from Steve Hutton*})* f 

My you do have a nasty collection of blue laws where you live,, don't you? ^ 
can understand your absolute aversion to. censorship and of course I share it.! 
However, I don*t confuse it with the editorial function which is something else 
entirely. However your *ssine won't be the first with a rattier more free-wheeling 
policy,, but you're lively to get a rather first rate collection of awfula, yoa 
know. But as for laws which regulate the behaviour of others where they do no! 
harm to their neighbours, i have no use. for them. | 
I'm also glad to see £§. as Ihope it's appearance heralds a revival of the i' 
Canadian hobby. It's been languishing for $uite a while* you know. I hope you j 11 
be able to drop me a copy now and then to keep us posted on how your© doing aid 
to keep us posted on how your doing (QQK»!Sj t and to keep us current on your I 
game openings. I will continue to give you coverage in paKTffV&DRA as long as you 
have game openings... although, alas, most of our inquiries are from the U.S , I 
(What are your sub. fees in $u.s.V) ' | 

Xhanks too for your sending me the copy of your variant. 1*11 put that into t^e 
f^ii.v.B. files. Ron Brown is Ji.A.v .B.-nbrth so X assume he now has a copy. I"d 
be delighted with copies of any other variants you do, for our archive files. j 
That way when the game is out of print, people can still get copies here or f£*om 
Ron. f 

Ky the way when a game of "The conquest Of Australia*, does fill, and you apply 
to Lee knedter for a Miller number, be sure to teli him that the A.K.D.A. | 
designator number for this game is odOl. {.^hat is a game set in one of» the major 
oceans, specifically * Australasia* 1 ' 9 , 'first such game In the archive. Officially 
it "is odOOl/006, but. we drop the extra *o* for the moment and the 9 06* just says 

t it retires 6 players, 'io^nt nso ih-^t la.t*£er r^.rt , 



K.raln, my apologias 1' or the mis unc* iaiidin^: ro^rd^rb; tha JU-i> .;" old . I 
was; sure that you would take care of that, but i was ,iust raising tu^ hypothet- 
ical worst-case possibilities scenario with don and X didn't phrase my commeiTts 
.. carefully enough. No problem i your announcement in the previous jj& was great! 
((You T re welcome. X hope that now the infamous "Kobold fold" is cleared up and 
that I won't have to print an 1 / ■*■ • on it. 

Xes, I do feel rather strc: : , - oout censorship. It is often su..rising to 
analyze the thoughts of these yj^xe who would play aod with our minds. Most 
are of the "Do as I say, not as I do H P school, anyway. Have you ever seen anyone 
say,- Mease enact this law to prevent me,( not my neighbour), from doing some- 
thing that Ishould not*. Uh huh, right. 

As far as the' postal hobby languishing, the main problems have been the 
temporary folding of FjJL SJ. and the permanent fold of RUIiii£TON& . This is 

what has affected the hobby in the four western provinces mainly, what with 
all the -zines", in the nation coming from Ontario, ( except for two). Recently 
though, the general quality of *aihes in the great white north has been slightly 
better than the average of their southern counterparts^ just see a recent issue 
of SNAFU. ) . 

Rod also sent me a letter that someone self adderssed to an adderss in Janada 
The only problem was that it had a Canadian stamp on it. Remember that Canadian 
stamps are useless in the ti.S.A. and vice-versa. By the way the going exchange 
rate for $1 US is #1.25 Odn,» and thats what I pay.)) 

Keith Sesler (Fraser MI0 -Regarding your refund policy, since most people probate l 
-y haven* t saved their KOBQLD's after all this time, why don't you just print a 
list of all your former subbars and the amounts due them? You could send this lis 
-t to some of the big name 'sines in the hobby such as, SNAFU*, gg, l^fDoo^ etc. 
and if all the people involved are interested,, they can also step forward and ela 
-im the money. Uhis would be a good .public relations move on your part, and also 
it would remove any lingering doubts anyone might have about your 'sine. Do you 
feel that this would be possible?" 

(( Unforetunately, no. How don't get ma wrong, it*s a great idea* but I don't 
have any of the pertinent information any more. I threw it all away when I went 
Through a period of burnout immediately following the KOBOLD fold, two years ago. 
But as I have contacted Ron Brown, Rod Walker on this, and last issue stated that 
anyone burned will recieve double their sub credit, I've done all I can.)) 
jaiaes Brings (SI Paso-, S'X.) '* I found something wrong: with your rules for OfKii 
COK^UKST OF AUSTHAIJA. Please clarify* In rule six you say that,* Units may be 
built anywhere you have a home centre", Jj&t&r you say that* "Hone centers are 
slowly centres* that you occupy on any f®Xx ?*?r:*>." . Finally you s&y P B ^he centra 



t&ge\ Seven 

&ust be vacant at the tijaa of building a unit . K SSFo-v/ doss this mean* "Osntres .you 
occupy at the beginning of the fall";: or P K Centres you occupy at the and of the 
fall turn/ or conversely* "Centres you r»w have occupied on previous fall turns?" 
In til© second case presented,, you would never be able to build at all 1 ? 

You can easily see that this rule needs some clarification or rewritting. 
Otherwise the game looks very good, other than the soap, of which my copy is rath- 
er faded. Thanks again for the sample, and I hope to see it again soon." 

(( Actually all I meant was you can build on any centre you own, O.K.? I 
will send you another map, too, sorry about that.)) 

(Recently I received a letter from Fred Davis, and as he is the director of 
the North American Variant Bank iSast, I feel his comments to me are worthy of 
a printing here . 9 

The Conquest of Australia, revised, by Fred 0. Davis 1983. 

First, I feel that there is too much extraneous material on the right side of 
the board* too far away from Australia- In keeping with the Calhaiaer doctrine of 
"forcing the action to the centre of the board* n I'd recommend removing the 
island SC*s of Bora Bora, and Samoa. (There somewhat in the wrong place anyway). 
You have to keep Hew Zealand, and Fiji is O.K. , but I'd suggest leaving only the 
Tonga Trench, and Margiai Sea spaces in the M.K. corner. A copy of my suggested 
map changes is enclosed. (( copies of this are availliable from me. ed.)) A copy 
of my changes include getting rid of the Isthmus of Kra SO and space . This would l 
-ing the SU total down to 39 from kZ t and the V.C. from 21 to 20, and, more import 
ant ley, concentrate peoples' attention more on Australia itself. 

There is also a misspelling of Torres Strait, which I have corrected. you' also 
have the "e" and **w w designations wrong for Malaya and Kra, (and isthmus is also 
misspelled, but I've deleted Kra completely from my suggested alteration). You 
ina verdantly reversed the locations of Sydney and Newcastle on the east coast. 

You need to clarify the status of New Zealand. They don't need twq off -board 
SQ B s s since is o£ the board. Why not simply start with Auckland and Cook as 

SG s s? I *d also like to know why you used an obscure little town like Cook for an 
K-ii. SC» when the much more important city of Chris tehuroh is aval liable , If it*s 
because C p church is on the wrong side of the island, I'd make it a double coasted 
province* with the initial position for the fleet on the F on the west coast. 
ThiB also gets rid of the confusion between a "Cook Strait", and a "Cook Province* 
especially when they are so close to each other. I'M also permit Direct Movement 
between the Nelson and Wellington land spaces. Also, between Singapore and Pak 



and 'betweeB Ja&arta and Paisrebarie * u:-^.:.v ut Kov&^yryt &u 5 \ t.> oxo^s a > 

narrow sea space without need of a convoy,, without in' ; ;cjrf-?:c«.ir^ v/it'h a ^ovaraents 
and support can also be given across a Direct Movement . 

Did you notice that you have tw& rule threes? l 8 ve made the second rule three 
into rule three W A W . 

..•You may also want to write rule three over again* to say something like i 
"Bach Great Power except the aborigines, * owns two off board centres in 1883 
through 1885 3 to support the units on the board. (Note: Port Moresby supports the 
British army there 9 and the Phillipines supports the Spanish fleet there, and the 
third American unit is supported by the Truk SG* which is assumed to be already 
owned by the O.S*) 

In Winter 1885 1 ( end of third game year)* only one off -hoard SG is available 
for each of these Powers for the year 1886. As of Winter 1886 these off -board 
SG*s disappear." 

If the elimination of Bora Bora and Saaoa as SG's puts a handicap on the 
American units, they can always be moved closer to Australia. Incidentally, note 
that I've Adjusted the South Fiji Basin to touch Fiji, so as to have three sea 
spaces touching this SO island. This makes Fiji more valuable. I always like to 
try to have islands which are SG's touched by 3 sea spaces. 

I hope ay suggestions will be of some value to you. If you revise the rules 
or xsap, please send a copy of the revisions to me. Also, please send a copy to Rg< 
Walker for the main Horth American Variant Bank. 

(( Very interes ting ,Fred . I appreciate constructive critism like this and it 
(your article ) , will be the basis for a revision of the 0 of A f down the road 
a bit, (probably over the Christmas Holidays), Shanks again, and this issue will 
go free to you* and Rod Walker. )) 



Well» here it is the end of another issue » and all I can say is take c 
remember, only xpu. can prevent pet food seasonings. • . . 



**** ^ r " t — f - ' ■ ~~^ ->~- " i r ■ 1 f" ■ ■ 11 t i- rrwi i rn f - \ i ■ i mfin mio tt T i * in »t i- upti-i-tih nii mn ubid i t t li u j hi— i h ■ i** j ■ i ■ «iu .n> tmu ui'» n—i* ■ -v 



Your sub runs until . , . SfiHPL£ 

You ars in: 

You are asked to standby fox*? 



ipiumMmriWum—tf niinw.uuiwi»^MiunnjiU» in - jiun.wi.mii.imijj.il tnjf rumpiM j — nl p*ii>'WM ii¥<i?iW'MrmiiM>wi' 'iHi ™ wrnii 'H i i nn* immwi **kwt**\ v vuiik iTr-.na'irtiwfliwi ■mntf ifitm'tiwwTifTrrrn' J iriman*-ri— m rrfl-T~irr"i-"Trr-"rr-TiirvT 

L * rrK/l loo co«cc+ G*y^* f>*e Kobb y «s 

0 x/ev- polled. i A Pfrc^ t<ve Aev-er gv/e^ he&+* of ^flasw. " 

,1,., frtnjt \>je bee* " t v* Me *obby ^ tY *ce \<*+e '7? . Q^~r i ^-'i f.// 

(pi. Nice ■*:> citv i*y • ^i^i* £i+^* c ' ^ y^'f ftfo ti$t f h&k&) feci-' . 



